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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR DUNSTAN, LAUNCHING MADAM FUH CHONG NAN 
PAINTING EXHIBITION. DAVID JONES. 1.4.74 
Mr and.Mrs Fuh, Mr Hargrave, Mr and Mrs Smith, Ladies & Gentlemen; 
Thank you very much for inviting me here today. 
There are, I believe, several reasons why David Jones' should be 
commended for mounting this exhibition. 
Firstly, by having the opening today when the flags are coming down 
and the performers departing they are pointing up the fact that the 
Adelaide Arts Festival is, indeed, no longer that "oasis in a cultural 
desert" but really is now the culmination of an ongoing series of 
events in a civilised, culturally-conscious city. 
Secondly in displaying the work of an Asian artist they are giving 
further proof to modem Australia's progressive interest in its 
Asian neighbours. We are moving closer to Asia and we are involved 
with our partners there as never before. This is as true of 
cultural activity as it is of political or economic. We're still, 
however, not sufficiently aware of the heights of achievement of the 
peoples of Asia so this exhibition is all the more valuable for 
bringing another facet of that accomplishment to our attention. In 
that broad context, it's especially pleasing that Madam Fuh is from 
Malaysia, perhaps the Asian country closest to us. 
Thirdly, and most obviously, they've given us the opportunity to see 
the work of a sensitive and talented painter. 
The ability to capture a moment and make it timeless isn't confined 
to classical Chinese painting but it is one of its special 
qualities and one which Madam Fuh seems to have perfected. Hers is 
an exacting technique though one wouldn't guess it from the grace 
and delicacy of her work. 
i 
She works within an ancient tradition to produce paintings which are 
both subtle and refreshing. I'm told that this is her first 
exhibition outside South East Asia where she has had notable success. 
I'm delighted that she should have selected Adelaide for her 
occidental debut and have very much pleasure in formally declaring 
the exhibition open. 
Thank you. 
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